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Certificate

Year 11 - 2020

Year 12 – 2021



What types of courses are 
available around the state?

• Board Developed 
Courses

• Board Endorsed 
Courses

• Vocational Education 
and Training Courses 
(VET)

• TAFE Courses



What courses are available 
at Caringbah High?

Board Developed Courses
• Syllabus prepared and HSC examination 

written by the NESA

• Performance Scales (standards) created

• Count to the HSC and ATAR

Board Endorsed Courses
• Prepared by NESA, school or universities

• Count to the HSC but not to the ATAR



Terms and jargon

Unit

• All courses have a unit value

• Most are two unit courses

Extension Course

• A course that adds to the basic two unit course by 
one or two additional units



Terms and jargon

Preliminary Courses

• normally studied during year 11 in Terms 1 - 3

HSC Courses

• normally studied during term 4 Year 11 and 
terms 1 - 3 in Year 12



Requirements

To be eligible for an HSC you must study

• A minimum of 12 Preliminary (Year 11) Units and 

10 HSC (Year 12) Units

• At least two units of English

• At least three two unit courses

• At least four subjects



All my Own Work

• is a program designed to help HSC students 
follow the principles and practices of good 
scholarship 

• includes understanding and valuing of ethical 
practices when locating and using information as 
part of HSC studies

• Students must complete HSC: All My Own Work 
or its equivalent before they can be entered for 
any Preliminary or HSC course. 



Satisfactory Completion of a 
Course

Students must:

• follow the course developed or endorsed by 
NESA

• apply themselves with diligence and sustained 
effort

• achieve some or all of the course outcomes

• make a genuine attempt at assessment tasks 
that total more than 50% of the available school 
assessment marks for HSC courses only.



What is the HSC?
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Record of School Achievement

• At the end of year 10 and again at the conclusion 
of the Preliminary Courses the school is required 
to submit grades to the New South Wales 
Education Standards Authority .

• A RoSA will be issued to any student who leaves 
school before the HSC



More Requirements

What counts to the Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR)?

• The best ten HSC units of Board Developed 
Courses.

What doesn’t?

• Board Endorsed Courses



At Caringbah High

Selecting Your Subjects



Selecting your courses

• You must take 2 units of English

• There are 1 Unit extension courses in English and 

Mathematics in Year 11 and a 1 Unit Studies of 

Religion course (can’t do these in year 12 unless 

you did it in year 11).

• There are 1 Unit extension courses in English, 

Maths, Science, History, Languages and Music for 

the HSC. 

• You can take a maximum of 7 units of Science



Practical Considerations

• Syllabus requirements

• Practical/Major work components 

• Subject combinations 



Common Curriculum Patterns in 
the Preliminary Course

• Six 2 Unit courses

• Five 2 Unit courses and extension courses in 

both Mathematics and English

• Five 2 Unit courses, an extension course in 

Maths or English and 1 Unit Studies of Religion

• Five 2 Unit courses, an extension course in 

Maths or English and a 1 Unit Board Endorsed 

Course



Choices - Board Endorsed

These courses can be selected as a ‘twelfth’ unit 
for Year 11 ONLY:
(They don’t count for the ATAR)

•Photography
•Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation Studies
•Visual Design



Finalising HSC Courses

• Students will select their HSC course patterns in 

Term 3 of Year 11 and start in Term 4

• HSC assessment tasks start in Term 4 of Year 11



Assessments in the HSC

Preliminary HSC (Year 11)

• Each course will have three assessment tasks

• Only one of these tasks will be a formal examination

HSC (Year 12)

• Each course can have up to four assessment tasks

• Only one of these tasks will be a formal examination

• Each course has other specifications for tasks



HSC Assessments

• School based assessments contribute 50% of your 

final HSC mark

• The HSC exam contributes the other 50%

• School assessments are moderated by the HSC exam 

performance

• School assessment guides will be distributed at the 

beginning of Year 11 and again at the start of Year 12



The ATAR

• The HSC scores are scaled by UAC and then the best 

10 units are combined to make the ATAR

• The scaling of a course reflects the difficulty of that 

course relative to the other HSC courses and is 

based on the overall academic performance of the 

course candidates in that year across all their 

subjects



The HSC and the ATAR

HSC
• is for all students

• reports student 
achievement in terms 
of a standard achieved 
in individual courses

• presents a profile of 
student achievement 
across a broad range of 
subjects

ATAR
• is for students wishing 

to gain a place at a 
university

• is a rank NOT a mark

• provides information 
about how students 
perform overall in 
relation to other 
students 



Good Advice!

Choose:

• What you are good at

• What you enjoy

• What will help in your 

future studies and career



Consider

• What do I want for my future?

• Ask for advice from:

• teachers
• parents
• year adviser
• careers adviser
• students in Years 11 and 12
• publications + websites


